
Introduction

To the tutor, parents, caregiver or teacher

Year 3 Start Right Homework Workbook focuses on k The New Zealand Curriculum  Level Two. 
The New Zealand Curriculum Level Two typically relates to Year 3 and Year 4 students (7-year-old 
and 8-year-old students).

The book has 40 Units of work (one for each week of the school year). Each Unit is based on a theme 
of interest. Units include activities in the Learning Areas of English, Mathematics, Science, Social 
Studies, Health, Technology and Art. English activities include reading skills (understanding, inferring, 
organising), writing exercises, grammar, punctuation, alphabet and dictionary, listening, viewing and 
presenting skills.

The abilities of Year 3 children can vary, so the exercises are for children to use independently or with 
some guidance.

The content is primarily designed to support and consolidate classroom teaching. It is hoped that 
the exercises will motivate and encourage further independent learning and research. The book will 
provide opportunities for discussion about learning between parents and children. Teachers will fi nd 
the Units useful to support topics introduced during the year. The answers are at the back of the book 
so the work can be marked at home.

Raymond Huber
Dunedin
August 2010

If you have enjoyed using this book you may like to purchase the Year 4 Homework Workbook.

Other Start Right publications to use are:
Year 3 English Workbook
Year 3 Mathematics Workbook
Year 3 Science Workbook
Year 3 Social Studies Workbook.
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UNIT 1 NEW ZEALAND BIRDS

Reading – understanding ideas

Birds eat different foods

The kiwi pokes in the soil for worms with its long beak.
The fantail catches insects in its short, sharp beak.
The oystercatcher forces open shellfi sh with its long beak.
Tui can reach into a fl ower to drink the sweet nectar. 
The parakeet crushes seeds in its short, fl at beak.
The falcon has a beak that can tear meat.

Draw a line from the bird’s beak to the word that describes how it is used.

The many shapes of beaks

parakeet tuit i fantail heroystercatc

kiwi

nectar drinking
forcing
poking
insect catching
crushing
tearing falconcon

Grammar – verbs
Recipe: How to make a hanging bird ball

You need: Half cup of any cereal,:
Half cup of bird seed,
Half cup of breadcrumbs,
1 cup of fat (or lard),
String 40 cm long.
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Unit 2 Birthdays

Writing – invitations
This is the invitation that Hannah
sent to her friends

Here is an invitation for you to
write out for your own party. 
Decorate it to make it special.

Hannah Todd

invites

Jessica Jackson

to

a birthday party

at

14 Idol Street

on

Saturday 10 June

Hannah Smith

invites
Jane Williams

to
a birthday party

at
14 Lucky Street

on
Saturday 10 June

Extra for experts

Picture-book artists use colours that will match the story. Dark colours
such as blue, brown and black are used in sad stories. Bright colours
such as yellow, orange and red will suit happy stories. Draw two pictures
of a birthday party – one using cheerful colours, and the other using sad
colours. Which looks best?

Handwriting

P
e
n

c
il tra

c
e

 Complete these lines by copying.SAMPLE 
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Spelling
Small words can be part of bigger words. For example, the word age

hides inside the word stages. Circle the little words that are part of the
bigger word. The clues will help.

butterfl y –  we put it on bread

caterpillar – we may take one if we are sick  

wings –  to be fi rst

feelers – a long slimy animal

insect – the opposite to out

monarch – a rounded doorway

Maths
1. Number patterns

Write in the numbers that are missing from these caterpillar 
segments.

1 2 3 5 10 7 6

2 6 8 10 6
2

1 3 9
7 9

2. Measurement

Use a centimetre ruler to measure the length of these caterpillars.
 

 a.  b. 

 c.  d. 

 e.  f. 

 g. 
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UNIT 12 FRIENDS

Reading – making inferences
A rebus is a message written with pictures. Jessica sent this rebus
letter to her friend Sarah.

Answer these questions

1. Who was with Jessica?

2. Do you think Sarah is older 
or younger than Jessica? 
Why?

3. What else would the 
children need to protect
themselves from the sun?

4. What other words in the 
letter could be shown as
pictures?

English
Here is a list of words that mean friend:

b d g i p h f e c a
z h y x l w r v u t
c o m p a n i o n a
o a r q y p e o n n
m l k j m i n h g n
r e d c a b d a z y
a x w v t u t p s r
d q p o e v m a t e
e m p e t e r l g f
e d b u d d y c b a

buddy companion
mate comrade
friend pal
playmate hoa
Circle or highlight the words in the
wordfi nd.

Dear Sarah,

Jessica.

We are on holiday at the

Everyday we change into our

and go for a .

In the sand we make lots of 

with our and

We wore our

Both Kelly and I are having a good

to keep the

off our

and we will be back

soon.
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Unit 14 Nursery rhymes

2. Time

Each clock shows a different time. The little hand points to the hour. 
Write the hour that is shown on each clock in the crossword puzzle.

2

3 4

65

7 8 9

100

1212

8

45

3

11

Across Down

1.

2.

3.

7. 8.

1.

3.

4.

7

5.
1

6.

9

9.

Puzzle
Sing a song of sixpence
A pocketful of rye
Four and twenty blackbirds
Baked in a pie.

Some blackbirds escaped from the pie before it was cooked. Ten 
blackbirds few into a tree. Five blackbirds fl ew to the castle. Five 
blackbirds fl ew back to their nests. Draw how many were left for the pie.
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Unit 15 Fish
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a. b.

c.

d.

e.
f.

g.

h.

Maths 

1. How many fi sh have spots?    

2. Which fi sh has the most spots?   

3. Which spotted fi sh has the fewest spots?    

4. Which fi sh has four more spots than fi sh f?   

5. Which fi sh has three fewer spots than fi sh d?   

This is left  This is right 

(back of left hand) (back of right hand)

6. How many fi sh are looking at the hook on the left?      

7. How many fi sh are looking at the hook on the right?    

Handwriting

P
e
n

c
il tra

c
e

 Complete these lines by copying.SAMPLE 
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Unit 23 New Zealand

Spelling
The letters a, e, i, o, u are vowels. Fill in the vowels to make creatures
found in New Zealand
1. A bird with a white tuft at its throat: t

2. The largest New Zealand native insect: g nt   w  t

3. New Zealand’s oldest living reptile: t t  r

4. A large New Zealand bird not living today: m

5. A small shellfi sh you can eat: p  p

6. Seen in the Waitomo caves: gl w-w  rms

7. A long slippery snake-like fi sh:  l

Maths
1. Code

 Below are the letters of the Māori alphabet. Find the answers to the 
equations, then use the code to spell out the Māori words. The fi rst
letter has been done for you.

a u t o i g n h w p r k m e
14 17 7 12 6 10 16 5 8 11 4 15 9 3

1.
8 – 3 2 + 12 8 + 8 2 × 5 9 – 3

h
   An underground oven.

 2. 10 + 5 8 + 9 12 – 3 7 + 7 8 – 4 4 + 10  The name of the
   sweet potato.

 3.
4 × 2 5 × 1 10 + 4 2 × 2 3 × 1

  The name for a house.

 4.
3 + 4 9 + 5 20 – 4 8 + 2 19 – 13

   A Māori funeral. 

 5. 6 + 9 3 × 2 7 + 7 6 × 2 15 – 11 8 + 6  A Māori
  greeting.
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Unit 31 Pirates

Spelling 
Unscramble the words to fi nd out what the pirates have stolen.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Maths
1. Mystery letter

 Find the mystery letter by starting at 2 and counting in 2s up to 100. 
Shade in the squares as you go. What letter have you made?

20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 36 51

18 56 54 52 50 48 46 44 38 53

16 58 49 47 45 43 41 42 40 55

14 60 62 64 66 68 70 72 74 57

12 90 88 86 84 82 80 78 76 59

10 92 9 11 21 31 83 81 71 61

8 94 7 13 23 33 85 87 73 63

6 96 5 15 25 35 89 91 75 65

4 98 3 17 27 37 93 95 77 67

2 100 1 19 29 39 97 99 79 69
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UNIT 35 BOOKS

Reading – identifying facts 
The cover of the book Happy Thoughts
shows the answers to these questions:

The name of a book is the title.
1. What is the title of this book?

The author is the writer of a book.
2. Who is the author of this book? 

The illustrator is the person who draws the pictures.
3. Who is the illustrator of this book? 

The company that produces the book is the publisher.
4. What is the publisher of this book? 

Fiction and non-fi ction
In a library, books are sorted into fi ction and non-fi ction sections.
Fiction – means the story in the book has been imagined.
Non-fi ction – means the book contains facts and information.
Write the titles listed below on the spines of the books. Make sure they
are on the correct section – fi ction or non-fi ction.

FICTION NON-FICTION

Lizzie and the Dragon
All About Crocodiles
How to Make a Kite
Recipes 
War on Planet Zappa
Sam in Dreamland
Maps of New ZealandSAMPLE 

PAGES
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Unit 36 Bumblebees

Science – parts of an insect
A bumblebee is an insect. Insects have three body parts and six legs.
Use the words in the list to fi ll in the labels.

 feeler    legs    thorax    head    wing    abdomen 

4.

2.
1.

3.

5. 6.

Handwriting

P
e
n

c
il tra

c
e

 Complete these lines by copying.

Extra for experts

A bumblebee can fl y at a speed of 20 kilometres per hour. The fastest
land insect is the cockroach at 5 km/hr. The fastest land bird is the
ostrich at 72 km/hr. Fastest bird is the falcon at 200 km/hr. The fastest
mammal is the cheetah at 100 km/hr. Draw a diagram that compares the
speeds of these creatures. Find the fastest human (running) speed and
add it to the diagram.
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Unit 37 Māori language

111

2. In Māori you count numbers using tens and ones.

For example: 11 is ten and one = tekau mā tahi
 12 is ten and two = tekau mā rua

 Finish counting up to twenty:

13 = tekau mā toru 14 = 

15 =  16 = 

17 =  18 = 

19 =  20 = rua tekau (2 tens)

3. Complete the tens:

20 = rua tekau 30 = toru tekau

40 =  50 = 

60 =  70 = 

80 =  90 = 

4. Work out these numbers:

toru tekau mā tahi  rua tekau mā whā

wh ̄a tekau mā ono  rima tekau mā iwa

Art – koru
The koru pattern is seen in bone carvings, on the
walls of meeting houses and in wood carvings.
The koru is the baby shoot of the fern plant. It
stands for new life and growth. Colour the koru.
Sometimes it is part of the kowhaiwhai pattern. Look closely at the
pattern below and continue it to the end. Colour it using only red, black
and white. SAMPLE 

PAGES










